impressive discoveries that have been made in avian tumour virology and the farreaching new concepts that have stemmed from these.
The 28 papers, presented by many of the leading workers in the field, cover viral morphology and virus-cell relationships, viral genome, genetics and transfection, and expression of viral genes. Several contributions are particularly noteworthy: J. M. Coffin describes the oligonucleotide mapping of viral RNA and its use to compare the genomes of endogenous and exogenous RNA tumour viruses. No one yet knows the origin and function of the non-oncogenic endogenous viral genomes present in virtually all chickens and transmissible either as genes or infectious virions. Their ubiquity suggests that they are normal cell constituents, perhaps playing a role in cell differentiation, and yet they are closely related in structure to oncogenic exogenous tumour viruses. This book contains papers presented at the 2nd International Symposium on therapy of acute leukaemia, held in Rome at the end of 1977. It attempts to present an up-to-date review of the management of acute leukaemia. The papers are grouped under a number of headings, including classification, therapy of acute lymphoid and non-lymphoid leukaemia, treatment and prophylaxis of CNS disease, supportive care, maintenance therapy and treatment of blast crisis of chronie myeloid leukaemia.
Many of the papers are repetitive and the quality of the data presented varies greatly. This requires the reader to be highly selective in the papers he reads, or a lot of time will be wasted on the full 887 pages. This book will therefore be useful for readers sufficiently experienced in the management of acute leukaemias to sort the wheat from the chaff, but it is not recommended for non-specialists.
